
percussive "shatters," I felt more of a 
seuse of an orchestra in the room than I 
have wheu I've listeued to this recording 
through several floorstanding speakers. 

CdmparLsoQs 
I compared the Dvnaudio Excite X12 
($1200) with the'Ampltion Helium2 

($1200), the Monitor Audio RS6 Silver 
($1200), and the Epos M16i ($1995). 
(All prices per pair.) 

The Amphion Heliurn2's midrange 
was very close to the Excite X12's, if a 
touch less silky. The highs were a little 
less detailed, delicate, aud airy, but low­
level dynamics were equally lifelike and 
linear. The bass was almost as clean as 
the Dynaudio's, but the X12 had much 
better high-level dynamics, despite the 
fact that the Ampruon has the slighdy 
larger cabinet. 

The floorstanding Monitor Audio RS6 
Silver's midrange was nearly identical to 
the Dynaliclio X12's in timbre and detail, 
and its highs were more extended but 
not as delicate. However, the RS6 Silver's 
bass extension and high-level dynamic 
slam were far superior to the X12's. 

The Epos M16i, another floorstander; 
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had a gorgeous, silky midrange and the With the Dynaudio Excite X12, there 
most detail and ambieuce retrieval of all are no tradeoffS. It sets a bigh standard 
four speakers. Its highs were as exteuded of excellence in every meaningfNl sonic 
as the Dynaudio's, but the X12 sounded a parameter, whether in absolute terms or 
bit silkier. The Epos's bass extension and with respect to its price and size. Having 
high-level dynamics were also a little more heard so many excellent speakers in re­
deep and "bloomy" than the Dynaudio's. cent years, I thought it would be hard to 

find an affordable bookshelf model that 
Wrapping up would stand out from the pack. I was 
I fr:equendy receive e-mails from read­ wroug. The Dynaudio Excite X12 has 
ers who ask me to weigh the tradeoffs become my new benchmark for loud­
of the various speakers I've reviewed. speakers costing under $2000/pair. 
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